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Booklet 1, Page 18 Ever had that phone call that asks if you can fill in a class because another teacher is absent or ill, AND they have not left you any lesson plans or work for the class!

What A Relief 
Here you will find pages of fun quizzes, stories  and activities, you can print out, then give the answers, Copy this to a thumb drive and you can cover any relief class, there are several sections. You can also download a quiz movie and power point quizzes from the link below.

http://www.peterfaulks.net/Teaching/HowTo/relief.html
Print out the question sheets individually the answers are at the end of this booklet. 
A Short Story 2 History of Christmas
Read to the young students and ask them to write a card to Santa

The Old Man and The Cloak a Short story

In the late 5th Century a little lad about your age (12) was left an orphan, when his wealthy parents died of the plague, he was found wandering the streets by a poor man who had three daughters and he took in the small lad and gave him a home, however he eventually had to take the boy to the local monastery because he could not afford to keep the lad and his own family of three girls.
The boy was taken in by the Monastery and being named Nicholas they called him young Nick. He was given an old worn out cloak and given the job of working the fruit fields gathering apples, oranges, blueberries and strawberries etc. 

A few years later he found out he was quite wealthy so he though of the poor man that helped him. The poor man had three daughters so poor that they could not offer a dowry (money) to get a decent husband, (In olden days fathers gave animals or goods to get their daughters married) but this old man had nothing.

Nicholas decided that he would help out and got three old socks and put some gold coins in each sock and tied them up with ribbon, he snuck out of the monastery in his old cloak, and placed the thee socks in the old man’s window and the three daughters eventually found really nice men to marry now that each had a dowry.

As Nick carried on working for the monastery, even though he was now quite wealthy, He like the Christian ways of the monastery and especially on cold winter nights he thought of how good he felt giving back to the kind old man. So he carried on his work in the fruit fields but his old cloak got soaked in the red of the berries because he had to gather fruit in all types of weather including rain and snow, so eventually his cloak became stained a dirty red colour. He then decided that as he still had a lot of gold, he would give something to the children of the village especially because he now knew about the birth of Jesus and Christianity so when in December on the night of the birth of Jesus and especially as it was cold and sometimes snowing he felt he had to spread some kindness.
So he left the monastery on the night when Jesus was born and using old socks put in some fruit and a gold coin in a sock and placed these on the door or window of the poor children in the village. 

When the children saw the gifts they were very happy and some said they had seen and old man in a dirty red cloak moving from house to house.

However at that time there were people who did not like the Christians and Nick not being indoctrinated (made a member) as a full monk he was arrested and put in jail. Here he met other unfortunate fellows that had been imprisoned because they were too small to do any hard work and he befriended them, they were known as dwarfs (vertically challenged young people)  and they became good pals with Nick.  A few years later King Charlemagne changed the religion to Christianity and some time later Nick was released from prison along with his dwarf friends and rather than see them get imprisoned again, he decided to employ them and called rather than call them dwarfs he called them his elves.

He went back to the monastery where they decided to make him a monk and christened him Saint Nicholas because they knew he was he was so good to the poor children of the parish (village), and he was a true and kind fellow.
He also employed the dwarf as elves to help him making dolls and toys for the children and on Christmas Eve he went out and about in his old red cloak and gave gifts to all the children, using socks that the elves created in nice colours and jangles. 
Knowing that the kind Saint Nicholas might be coming the people with children put a tree in their window on Christmas eve and decorated the tree with bright items to attract the kind man giving out presents and gifts.

His kindness and fame spread across the county he became known as Saint Nick or in European countries who used words ending in ‘a’ like Pasta and Papa he became referred to as Santa Nicholas but the little kids could not say his last name correctly Nicholause so they ended up calling him Santa Clause. As time passed others took up the role as Santa and he became a wonderful person to look forward to at Christmas time.
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